


The celebration of Christmas may be months away, but just like every year, 
you’ll blink and the mad whirl of candy canes and carols will be here. 

Which means you need to start planning your holiday emails NOW. And 
since the festive spirit of cheer and good tidings may not have visited you 
yet, we’ve rounded it up here. 

Behold, a collection of 50 Christmas marketing emails from 2010.  These 
messages include examples of:

‣ Holiday Product Positioning

‣ Holiday-Specific Offers

‣ Invitations to Holiday Events

‣ Holiday Schedule Announcements

‣ Last-Minute Reminders

‣ Merry Christmas Wishes 

‣ Helpful Holiday Tools 

‣ “Gift” Discounts & Incentives 

Whether you want to share comfort & joy or a 20% off coupon, you’ll find 
inspiration for your holiday emails here. 
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Merry Christmas Wishes
With Christmas cards, we show our friends, family, 
chiropractors and kindergarten teachers how important they 
are. 

Your subscribers, as the people supporting your business, are 
very important as well. An message of heartfelt goodwill can 
make their holidays happier. 

Since your medium is email, however, there’s one thing to 
beware of: Christmas email overload. 

Email marketing significantly ramps up in December, with 
every retailer proffering their wares as “the perfect gift.” 
Come Christmas Eve, your readers may be inbox-weary and 
resent any message they consider non-essential.

To decide whether or not to send a Merry Christmas wish, 
consider the relationship between your business and your 
audience - are warm, fuzzy wishes appropriate? 

Also, consider what other Christmastime emails you plan to 
send. How much is too much?

If you do decide in favor of a Merry Christmas message, 
consider your content carefully. In the holiday crush, you’ll 
need to make it a worthwhile read!
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From: The Alzheimer’s Association  
 
   
Subject: A Holiday Wish
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From: Dessert Darling  	 	 	        	
Subject: Happy Holidays! :)
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From: Snapfish	 	 	 	 	 	   
Subject: Happy Holidays to You and Yours!
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From: Katrina Markoff	 	 	 	
Subject: My Unending Gratitude...
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“Gift” Coupons or Discounts
In the spirit of good cheer, many marketers send their 
subscribers an extra coupon or discount at Christmastime. 

The email reminder and the discount bring more than good 
cheer, though - they bring an upswing in sales. And your 
subscribers know this. 

So you can’t just send any old coupon and label it a gift. It has 
to be big enough that, while your bottom line might not 
significantly benefit right away, the goodwill you’ll cultivate 
will come back to you manyfold in the future.
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From: Ben & Jerry’s
 
 
 
        
Subject: No Peeking! Okay...But Just This Once
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From: Snapfish   	 	 	 	
Subject: Merry Deal Reveal - $10 Off On Jewelry Orders Over $30!
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From: Steve Spangler Science	 	
Subject: Special Holiday Codes from Steve Spangler Science
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From: Urban Outfitters	 	 	
Subject: Happy Holly Daze: Take 50% Off Sale In Store
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Holiday Schedule Announcements
If your store hours or schedule will change around the holiday 
season, an emailed announcement can keep your subscribers 
from showing up to a closed office or dark storefront.

If your only schedule change will be closing Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, you probably don’t need an announcement. 
Most people will assume as much on their own.

In fact, since most businesses will be closed on those days, if 
you’ll be open, you may want to announce that with an email. 
Then your subscribers will know where they can go for their 
last-minute needs.
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From: Eastern State Penitentiary   
Subject: Happy Holidays From Your Friends at ESP
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From: Marilyn’s Bakery 
                
Subject: Our Store Hours for the Holiday Season
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Invitations to Holiday Events
Celebrations, parties, get-togethers...they’re what the holiday 
season is all about, a chance to see the people most important 
to us.

Your subscribers are important as supporters of your 
business. If you’re planning to host a holiday event, make sure 
to send them an invitation! 

Include all the basics: who the event is perfect for, when and 
where it’ll be and all the fun activities you’ll have.
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From: Art Institute of Chicago	 	     
Subject: Holly Daze at the Art Institute of Chicago
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From: Georgia Aquarium 	 	 	      
Subject: New Belugas and Mermaids for the Holidays!
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From: Sesame Street Magazine                   
Subject: Sesame Street Magazine: Winter Wonderland
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Helpful Holiday Tools
The hustle and bustle of the holidays mean this is the time of 
year when your subscribers most need help. 

That makes it the perfect time to send that oft-discussed key 
to successful email marketing: relevant, helpful content.

If you’re wondering how email content can be helpful, you’re 
not alone. Businesses large and small strive to create helpful 
email content as a way to build loyalty with their readers.

Which means that last year, several companies sent out some 
inspiringly helpful emails...
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From: Beauty Encounter	 	 	 	 	
Subject: Get Your Gifts There In Time For the Holidays! 
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From: Diesel  	 	 	 	 	 	     
Subject: Presenting the Gift Guide & the Gift of Shipping 
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From: Great American Country Newsletter           
Subject: 12 Days of Country Cookies + 50 Great Gift Ideas!
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From: Home Made Simple	 	 	 	 	
Subject: Get Our Holiday Survival Guide.
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From: Kokua Hawai’i Foundation
 
 

Subject: Simplify the Holidays: 12 Days of a Green Holiday - Part 1
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...and Part 2...
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From: Northshore Fire Department  	 	 	
Subject: Northshore Fire District

27

AWeber.com • 1-877-AWeber-1 • help@aweber.com

http://www.aweber.com/
http://www.aweber.com/
mailto:help@aweber.com
mailto:help@aweber.com


From: Anthropologie	 	 	 	 	 	
Subject: No More Gift Guesswork + Complimentary Shipping - Part 1
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...and Part 2...
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Holiday Specific Offers
In order to drive up Christmas sales, you may have designed a 
few products specifically for the holidays. A marketing email is 
the perfect way to announce them to your subscribers.

You can even help your announcement reach many more 
potential buyers by adding share options: an invitation to 
forward the email to those who might be interested and 
sharing links for social networks.
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From: Aerie    	 	 	 	 	 	
Subject: New Holiday Arrivals Are Here
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From: Charles’ Chocolates
 
 
 

Subject: Just in Time for the Holidays: Two New Chocolate Covered Nuts
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From: The Cheesecake Factory	 	 	
Subject: AWeber, ‘Tis the Season for Peppermint Bark Cheesecake!
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From: Coldplay 		 	 	 	 	      
Subject: Watch the New Video for Coldplay’s “Christmas Lights” 
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From: The Container Store  	 	 	     
Subject: December Delight: Your Organized Month
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From: Crumbs Bake Shop	 	 	 	
Subject: CRUMBS Holidays
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Holiday Product Positioning
Most people don’t know they need what you’re selling until 
you tell them they need it. 

But during the holidays, people feel a lot of pressure to make 
candy-coated Christmas dreams come true. And they know 
they need help to do it. 

That is the perfect time to present your products or services 
as the help that’s so desperately needed. To be make your offer 
as effective as possible:

1. Make sure it’s a genuinely helpful solution to a holiday-
related problem. If you’re too off-base, you may turn 
potential customers off. 

2. Leading up to Christmas, focus on marketing items that 
either

	 a.) make the perfect gift or
	 b.) help with the planning, organizing or pulling off of 
holiday celebrations.

Wait until after Christmas to switch the focus to items people 
would buy for themselves - everyone’s bound to want 
something that Santa forgot.

37

AWeber.com • 1-877-AWeber-1 • help@aweber.com

http://www.aweber.com/
http://www.aweber.com/
mailto:help@aweber.com
mailto:help@aweber.com


From: Urban Outfitters 	 	          
Subject:  The 12 Dresses of Christmas
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From: Giggle	 	 	 	 	    
Subject: Happy Holiday Travel
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From: Adkins Arboretum	 	 	         
Subject: Give the Gift of Arboretum Membership
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From:  Barnes & Noble	 	 	     
Subject: 12 Days of Incredible Deals Start Today!
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From: Goosecross Winery	 	 	         
Subject: Goosecross Gift Giving
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From: HGTV	 	 	 	 	         
Subject: 2010 Trendiest Gifts
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From: Nike 	 	 	 	 	        
Subject: The Perfect Gift for the Runner On Your List
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From: Serena & Lily  		 	 	         
Subject: ‘Tis the Season to Get Gifty
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From: Tiffany & Co.	 	 	               
Subject: Holiday Mixers: Shop Tiffany Bracelets
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From: Wawa, Inc. 	 	 	 	         
Subject: Not Sure What to Get? Wawa’s Got the Perfect Gift
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From: Crumbs Bake Shop 	 	 	
Subject: CRUMBS Gifts Under $50
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From: Body Central	 	 	 	      
Subject: Get Decked Out for the Holidays
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From: The Container Store		 	         
Subject: Oh, Goodie! Homemade Gifts and Gorgeous Packaging!
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Last-Minute Reminders
We’ve all had it happen: it’s two days before Christmas and 
with a sickening drop of the stomach, we realize we don’t have 
a gift for Aunt Ella! Or the boss!

At that point, we’re rather desperate for a solution. If one 
would magically appear in our email, offering the perfect gift, 
arriving on time, available in just a few clicks, not only would 
we purchase, we’d be grateful. 

That’s what you can do for your subscribers this Christmas 
season. Solve their last-minute problems, and not only have 
you earned purchases, you’ve earned loyalty.

Just make sure to send the email in time to ship any physical 
products!
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From: Indigo Wild	 	 	 	                 
Subject: Holy Ship! 6 p.m. Today is Your Last Chance
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From: Vosges Haut-Chocolate	 	 	
Subject: Last Day for Christmas Delivery!
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From: Wawa, Inc.	 	 	 	                
Subject: Don’t Panic! Pick Up Last Minute Gifts At Wawa.
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From: Aerie	 	 	 	 	 	       
Subject: Never Too Late For Our Prettiest Gifts!
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From: Dunkin’ Donuts  
 
 
 
       
Subject: Dunkin’ Donuts Cards Are a Must on Your Last Minute 
	       Christmas List
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From: Chocomize	 	 	 	 	      
Subject: Chocomize Gift Certificates!
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It is our Christmas wish that, while paging through these pages, you have 
found some ideas for your own holiday marketing. 

We wish you the best of luck, the highest of click-through rates and a very 
merry holiday season!

And when you’re ready for more marketing ideas, we invite you to:

Stop by Inbox Ideas, our blog. Follow our Twitter feed for the 
latest marketing links.

Watch our YouTube videos for 
helpful how-to's.

Become a fan on Facebook to 
interact with other marketers.

We have lots of helpful tips and advice ready for you. Can't wait to see you there! 
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